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HOW THIS ALL STARTED



ôHow Raban happened to find himself  in Scotland is one of  the 

unresolved mysteries of  his lifeõ.

W.E.A.  AXON (1908).   On an unrecorded issue of the press of Edward Raban 1627.  Proceeding Soc. Ant. Scot.



What did we know about Edward Raban 1579 - 1620?

ÅMuch autobiographical information 

comes from Rabanõs own writings, 

notably his Resolutions against drunkenness, 

whoredomeand breaking the Sabbath (St 

Andrews, 1621);

ÅHe was born, possibly in Gloucestershire, 

c.1579 of German extraction;

ÅHis uncle was ôparson of Melton Mobreõ.



What did we know about Edward Raban 1579 - 1620?

Å In 1600, he joins the English Brigade under de Vere to fight for 

the Protestant Netherlands against Catholic Spain, including at 

the Battle of Nieuwpoort 2 July 1600.

Pauwelsvan Hillegaert.  PrinsMauritsin de Slag bij Niieuwpoort. Rijksmuseum



What did we know about Edward Raban 1579 - 1620?

ÅHe was fighting in the war on and off for ten years before 

settling in Leiden c.1612;

ÅHe was known as a printer in 1607 in Amsterdam (testimonials 

exist from 1607 and 1613);

Å Late 1619 / early 1620 Raban arrives in Leith, Scotland.



Rabanõs first few years in Scotland

Å1620 Raban has workshop in CowgatePort, Edinburgh under 

the sign of A.B.C. and prints one book to our knowledge;

ÅAt Whitsun 1620, Raban moves to St Andrews to become the 

Town and University Printer, again operating under the sign of 

the A.B.C.



Raban in Aberdeen 1622 - 1658

Whitsun 1622

Edward Raban, his wife and child, 

household items and printing equipment 

arrived in Aberdeen, and he produces his 

first book here in July 1622. In the 

autumn, he prints the first Aberdeen 

Almanac ðA New Prognostication for the 

Yeareof our Lord God, 1623.



Raban in Aberdeen 1622 - 1658

ÅNovember 1622:Town Council agrees his 

contract as Townõs printer;

Å February 1623: Town Council agrees to rent its 

building on the north side of Castle Street to 

Raban as his home and printing office; 

ÅHe gains entry at Whitsun 1623 (David Melvill

acts as his cautioner). Raban worked here 

ôunder the Sign of the Townes Armesõ.  

Å This building was to be home to the Townõs 

printers for over a hundred years.



Raban in Aberdeen 1622 ð1658

Å1623:Rabanõs daughter Constantia 

is born with Bishop Patrick Forbes 

and David Melvillas witnesses;

Å1627:Rabanõs wife, JonetJohnstone, 

dies; sometime before 1637 he 

marries Janet Ailhous(or Ealhouse);

Å1637-38: Raban travels to the 

Continent.



D A V I D  M E L V I L L

ÅRabanõs guarantor and close business associate.  In 

1643, David Melvilldies and Raban inherits his 

bookshop in Broad Street.



Raban in Aberdeen 1622 ð1658

ÅDecember 1649:

Raban retires as 

Townõs Printer, aged 

about 70;

ÅDecember 1658: 

Raban dies and is 

buried by the West 

Dyke of St Nicholas 

Kirkyard.
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